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Transport, Infrastructure and Accessibility 

 

Introduction 

Transport is not wholly the responsibility of the planning system and not always the subject of 
planning policies.  Everyday matters such as road maintenance and control of vehicle access to 
certain roads, for example, are usually the responsibility of the Highways Authority, where planning 
permission is not usually required.  Likewise, the frequency of bus services is not something over 
which planning policy can have much, if any, influence in rural areas.   Other things such as the 
erection of mobile phone masts can often be the subject of permitted development rights, 
particularly outside of protected areas.  Neighbourhood planning should explore the degree to 
which local policy can affect change to address issues or concerns and adapt and improve facilities 
and services through the application of planning policy as development proposals are submitted. 

The following sections summarise the main strategic documents and key policies which will need to 
inform the development of the Neighbourhood Plan.  Other key documents are ‘signposted’ and 
should be considered if necessary, to help to fill gaps in contextual understanding, following 
completion further local research. 

 

National Planning Policy Framework 
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National Planning Practice Guidance 

The National Planning Practice Guidance1, which amplifies the policies in the NPPF, has a section on 
travel plans, transport assessments and statements in decision making.  This provides detail on what 
these processes and documents are and how to develop them, which is not repeated here. 

 

 
1 See http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/rural-housing/how-should-local-authorities-support-sustainable-rural-
communities/  

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/rural-housing/how-should-local-authorities-support-sustainable-rural-communities/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/rural-housing/how-should-local-authorities-support-sustainable-rural-communities/
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Local Plan 2013-33 (Emerging) 
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Devon and Torbay Local Transport Plan 2011-26 

The Devon and Torbay Local Transport Plan sets out the transport policies and proposals for the 
administrative areas of Devon County Council and Torbay Borough Council.  LTP3 is not a statutory 
planning document, but it is a statutory requirement placed upon Transport Authorities to produce 
an LTP.  It sets out the transport strategies for Exeter, Torbay and the market and coastal towns and 
rural Devon and in doing so aligns with the plans and proposals in the Local Plan.   

The Vision 
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Devon & Torbay’s transport system will offer business, communities and individuals safe and 
sustainable travel choices. The transport system will help to deliver a low carbon future, a successful 
economy and a prosperous, healthy population living in an attractive environment. 

Over the next 15 years Devon & Torbay will need to diversify and grow the economy, but just as 
importantly develop a low carbon transport system that offers choice and encourages sustainable 
travel behaviour. To achieve Devon & Torbay’s vision the strategy has five key objectives: 

• Deliver and support new development and economic growth 

• Make best use of the transport network and protect the existing transport asset by 
prioritising maintenance 

• Work with communities to provide safe, sustainable and low carbon transport choices 

• Strengthen and improve the public transport network 

• Make Devon the ‘Place to be naturally active’ 

The Vision for the market and coastal towns and rural Devon strategy is Devon’s market and coastal 
towns will be better connected to their closest urban area, for the journey to work, access to health 
care, education, training, leisure and retail. Within the towns, people will be supported to make the 
most of the existing road, rail, bus networks and cycle and footpaths for local trips. This will promote 
more active lifestyles, better accessibility and reduce local congestion.2 

The transport priorities for the market towns and rural parts of Devon focus on five key things:  

•  Assist in supporting existing and future development of the towns 
• Work with the community to demonstrate a low carbon approach to travel 
• Improve accessibility by developing a core bus and rail service supported by community 

transport 
• Make Devon ‘the place to be naturally active’ through investment in the leisure network 
• Develop an approach to parking policy which supports the vitality of town centres3 

 

Other documents for consideration (depending on degree of focus on topic in Neighbourhood Plan) 

Mid-Devon Transport Assessment 2014 - 
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103558/transport_assessment_final_2014.pdf  

Devon County Council Environment Viewer (includes Public Rights of Way Definitive Map) - 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/environment/environmental-maps 

 

Recommendations for collecting local written evidence base 

Possible further work for the Steering Group: 

• Identify local traffic issues, pinch points, parking issues, opportunities to resolve issues and 
concerns, projects which could improve accessibility and safety, etc., if there are local concerns.   

• Access traffic and parking records from County and / or District Councils if necessary. 

 

 

 
2 p.86, Devon and Torbay Local Transport Plan 3, Devon County Council and Torbay Borough Council, 2011 
3 p.89, Devon and Torbay Local Transport Plan 3, Devon County Council and Torbay Borough Council, 2011 
file:///C:/Users/Paul/Downloads/LTP%203%202011-2026%20strategy.pdf 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103558/transport_assessment_final_2014.pdf
https://www.devon.gov.uk/environment/environmental-maps
file:///C:/Users/Paul/Downloads/LTP%203%202011-2026%20strategy.pdf

