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Energy and Waste 

 

National Planning Policy Framework 

Section 14 is concerned with meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change.1 

 

 

 
1 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainable-development/delivering-sustainable-
development/10-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-change-flooding-and-coastal-change/  

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainable-development/delivering-sustainable-development/10-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-change-flooding-and-coastal-change/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainable-development/delivering-sustainable-development/10-meeting-the-challenge-of-climate-change-flooding-and-coastal-change/
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National Planning Practice Guidance 

To amplify the NPPF guidance, the National Planning Practice Guidance online resource includes 
guidance on the bigger picture of climate change, as well as renewable energy and low carbon 
development.  

To set the context with climate change: 

Guidance > Climate change > Why is it important for planning to consider climate change?2 

001. In addition to supporting the delivery of appropriately sited green energy, effective spatial 
planning is an important part of a successful response to climate change as it can influence the 
emission of greenhouse gases. In doing so, local planning authorities should ensure that protecting 
the local environment is properly considered alongside the broader issues of protecting the global 
environment. Planning can also help increase resilience to climate change impact through the 
location, mix and design of development. 

Addressing climate change is one of the core land use planning principles which the National 
Planning Policy Framework expects to underpin both plan-making and decision-taking. To be found 
sound, Local Plans will need to reflect this principle and enable the delivery of sustainable 
development in accordance with the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework. These 
include the requirements for local authorities to adopt proactive strategies to mitigate and adapt to 
climate change in line with the provisions and objectives of the Climate Change Act 2008, and co-
operate to deliver strategic priorities which include climate change. 

 
2 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/climate-change/  

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/climate-change/
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In addition to the statutory requirement to take the Framework into account in the preparation of 
Local Plans, there is a statutory duty on local planning authorities to include policies in their Local 
Plan designed to tackle climate change and its impacts. This complements the sustainable 
development duty on plan-makers and the expectation that neighbourhood plans will contribute to 
the achievement of sustainable development. The National Planning Policy Framework emphasises 
that responding to climate change is central to the economic, social and environmental dimensions 
of sustainable development. 

In terms of developing policies, it goes on to include the following advice: 

007. Policies based on clear criteria can be useful when they are expressed positively (i.e. that 
proposals will be accepted where the impact is or can be made acceptable). In thinking about criteria 
the National Policy Statements published by the Department of Energy and Climate Change provide a 
useful starting point. These set out the impacts particular technologies can give rise to and how these 
should be addressed. 
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Local Plan 2013-33 (Emerging) 
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Devon Landscape Policy Group Advice Note No. 2: Accommodating Wind and Solar PV 
Developments in Devon's Landscape 

The guidance promotes the good siting and design of wind and solar PV development that takes 
account of the special qualities and distinctive characteristics of Devon’s landscape. It aims to show 
how these development types may be accommodated whilst minimising harm to Devon’s landscape 
and protecting what people most value.   It was produced by consultants for the Devon Landscape 
Policy Group and should be referred to and considered in greater depth if the neighbourhood plan 
considers allocating sites for wind and solar development.3 

 

Low-Carbon Neighbourhood Planning: A Guide to Creating Happier, Healthier, Greener Communities 
(2018) 

The Town and Country Planning Association, the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation and Centre for 
Sustainable Energy have produced guidance4 for those producing neighbourhood plans on how to 
approach the development of neighbourhood plan content and policies with regard to low-carbon 
across a number of areas including efficiency generation, green infrastructure and flooding.  It will 
be worth referring back to this guidance as the neighbourhood plan develops. 

 

Responsibilities for planning for minerals and waste planning 

Devon County Council (DCC) is the Minerals Planning Authority responsible for determining the 
following types of development: including mineral exploration, extraction, processing, tipping of 
mineral waste, construction or erection of plant or buildings at a minerals site, oil and gas 
exploration and development, variation 3 of conditions attached to a minerals consent, 

 
3 See http://www.devon.gov.uk/devon-guidance-v6-june-2013-final-report.pdf  
4 See https://www.cse.org.uk/downloads/reports-and-publications/policy/community-energy/energy-advice/planning/renewables/low-
carbon-neighbourhood-planning-guidebook.pdf  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/devon-guidance-v6-june-2013-final-report.pdf
https://www.cse.org.uk/downloads/reports-and-publications/policy/community-energy/energy-advice/planning/renewables/low-carbon-neighbourhood-planning-guidebook.pdf
https://www.cse.org.uk/downloads/reports-and-publications/policy/community-energy/energy-advice/planning/renewables/low-carbon-neighbourhood-planning-guidebook.pdf
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consolidation of one or more planning permissions, review of old mineral permissions.  As the MPA 
it also produces the Minerals Plan.  

DCC is also the Waste Planning Authority responsible for determining the following types of 
development: including scrap yards, clinical and other types of waste incinerator, landfill and land 
raising sites, waste storage facilities, sewage treatment plants, dredging tips, recycling and waste 
reception centres, GRP kiosks which house equipment for sewage undertakers, composting 
schemes, waste processing and composting plant, concrete crushing and blacktop reprocessing 
facilities.  As WPA it is also responsible for producing the Waste Local Plan. 

The Neighbourhood Plan does not have a remit to cover waste and minerals issues dealt with by the 
County Council through the above Plans. 

 

Other documents for consideration (depending on degree of focus on topic in Neighbourhood Plan) 

Mid-Devon Renewable Energy Carbon Reduction and Air Quality Study 2014 - 
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103544/renewable-energy-carbon-reduction-and-air-quality-
study-2014.pdf 

 

Recommendations for collecting local written evidence base 

Possible further work for the Steering Group: 

• Is there a low energy project that the community would support and actively try to deliver? 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103544/renewable-energy-carbon-reduction-and-air-quality-study-2014.pdf
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/media/103544/renewable-energy-carbon-reduction-and-air-quality-study-2014.pdf

